
Selected Common Core Standards for  
Reading and Writing Nonfiction, K-8 

 
Get it; Think It Through; Get It Across— 
Read To Learn; Write What You Learn 

 
Teachers can incorporate these in lesson plans and unit plans 

 
Nonfiction READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS Kindergarten 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.  
2.  With prompting and support, identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
3. With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, 

events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 
 
 

 
Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about and 
supply some information about the topic. 
 

 
 
Nonfiction READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  First Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
2. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a text. 
3. Describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 

information in a text. 
 
 

Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 
 

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some 
facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure. 

 



 
Nonfiction READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  Second Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 

2. Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as well as the focus of 
specific paragraphs within the text. 
3. Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 

concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text. 
 

Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 
Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 
 

 
Nonfiction  READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  Third Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 

2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea. 

3. Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to 
time, sequence, and cause/effect 

 
Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 

TEXT TYPES AND PURPOSES 
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

o Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when  
o useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
o Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas  
o within categories of information. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section. 

 
 



Nonfiction READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS Fourth Grade 
Nonfiction Reading 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize 

the text. 
3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, 

including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
 
 

Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 
 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 
Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., another, for 
example, also, because). 
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation 
presented. 
 

 
Nonfiction READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS Fifth Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 

 
Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
o Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related  
o information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when  
o useful to aiding comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and  
o examples related to the topic. 
o Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses  
o e.g., in contrast, especially). 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented. 



Nonfiction  READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  Sixth Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

 
Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

o Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as  
o definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g.,  
o headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding  
o comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other  
o information and examples. 
o Use appropriate transitions to clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Establish and maintain a formal style. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from the information or explanation  
o presented. 

 
 



Nonfiction  READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  Seventh Grade 
Nonfiction Reading 

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 
2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the 

text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas influence 

individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 
 

Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

o Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information,  
o using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include  
o formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding  
o comprehension. 
o Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other  
o information and examples. 
o Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and  
o concepts. 
o Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
o Establish and maintain a formal style. 
o Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or  
o explanation presented. 

 
 



Nonfiction  READING AND WRITING CONNECTIONS  Eighth Grade 
 

Nonfiction Reading 
KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS 

1. Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its 
relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

 
 

Write Explanatory Texts: Explain what You Learn 
•  

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into 
broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas 
and concepts. 
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
Establish and maintain a formal style. 
Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

 
 
 

 
 


